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more funding, as many as 100 projects for the 2002-2003 academic year can be sup-
ported. An average of three students collaborate on each project, so the impact on indi-
viduals and institutions is substantial.

Evaluation results from the first three years of the program have been encouraging.
Based on student surveys:

� 75% indicated that this was their first experience doing research
� 67% indicated that they plan to attend graduate school
� 25% credited CREW for their increased interest in and preparation for graduate

school 

If CREW can increase graduate school enrollment for women by 25% as it scales up to
100 projects, that would mean an additional 75 or more women choosing to attend
graduate school every year.

CRA-W was established in 1991 with the goal of taking positive action to increase the
number and success of women in CS&E research. The committee is comprised of lead-
ers in computing research from academia and industry. It is an action-based committee,
implementing projects that aim to eliminate barriers to the full participation of women.
More information about CRA-W and CREW can be found at 
<http://www.cra.org/craw/>.

The Computing Research Association is a tax-exempt (501c3) association of more than
180 North American academic departments of computer science and engineering
(CS&E); 25 research laboratories and centers in industry, government, and academia
engaging in basic computing research; and six affiliated professional societies [USENIX
being one]. CRA works to strengthen research and education in the computing fields,
expand opportunities for women and minorities, and improve public understanding of
the importance of computing and computing research in our society. More information
about CRA is available at <www.cra.org/>.
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