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WHEN MACHINES GET SICK
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Computer systems remain healthy and alive when they recycle their resources and do
not drift from their ideal state. This was the idea behind cfengine when I started writing
it eight years ago. The ideal computer state is decided by system policy, and this weights
the probabilities pn so that randomness favors a part of the good, rather than the bad or
the ugly. Although a potential can only guide the behavior on average (there will always
be some escape velocity which will allow a system to break its bounds), the likelihood of
its long-term survival, in a world of limited resources, can only be increased by com-
pressing complex information into simple potentials. This was the message of cfengine
and the message of my papers at LISA 1998 and 2000. Now all we need is to design the
pinball table.

So pn – you feelin’ lucky? 

8�7 "$������ ;login:

●
  

 
C

O
M

P
U

T
IN

G

NEEDLES IN THE CRAYSTACK●  


