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Internet Software Consortium, BIND 9 is
the worldÕs first DNS implementation to
fully support IPv6 and the DNS security
enhancements specified by the Internet
Engineering Task Force (IETF) standards
body in RFC 2535. Russ Mundy,
Manager of Network Security Research
for NAI Labs, affirms the importance of
BIND 9 s security features, ÒAs a leading
provider of security solutions, Network
Associates is pleased to have contributed
to the security-related design and devel-
opment of BIND 9. The improved secu-
rity and performance capabilities of
BIND 9 help to secure the name system
for the Internet. Our researchers at NAI
Labs continue to work with the ISC, the
Internet Engineering Task Force and key
network operators to help bring long-
needed security to critical elements of
the DNS.Ó Based on a multi-processor
scalable, multi-threaded architecture,
BIND 9 is a complete rewrite of BIND,
which was originally written in 1983 at
the University of California at Berkeley.
This latest release features modularized
code for security auditibility, use of pro-
gramming by contract development par-
adigm for internal consistency checking
and much greater RFC conformance
while maintaining a large degree of
backwards compatibility with earlier ver-
sion of BIND.

David R. Conrad, Executive Director of
the Internet Software Consortium, com-
mends the enhancements of the much-
anticipated BIND 9 release: ÒI want to
thank all the members of the Open
Source community who contributed to
this important effort. The newest imple-
mentation of BIND has been completely
re-architected, with clean interfaces
between internal modules and a stream-
lined architecture that is light-years
ahead of previous versions. NominumÕs
development team took the time to build
BIND 9 from the bottom up, and their
hard work has really paid off, resulting in
extraordinary speed, scalability and secu-
rity.Ó The development team at

Nominum has been developing BIND
and DHCP (Dynamic Host Configu-
ration Protocol) software for the Internet
Software Consortium as well as provid-
ing support, consulting, training and
custom development to a global user
base. The ISC is a non-profit organiza-
tion dedicated to developing and main-
taining quality Open Source reference
implementations of core Internet proto-
cols. BIND version 9 development was
underwritten, in part, by the following
organizations:

� Compaq Computer Corporation
� Hewlett Packard
� IBM
� IPWorks, Inc.
� Network Associates, Inc.
� Silicon Graphics, Inc.
� Stichting NLNet
� Sun Microsystems, Inc.
� U.S. Defense Information Systems

Agency (DISA)
� USENIX Association
� Verisign, Inc.

ÒUSENIX is always supportive of proj-
ects like Bind 9,Ó says Andrew Hume,
Vice President of the USENIX
Association. ÒIt directly helps our mem-
bers who are system and network
administrators, and facilitates our other

members who use the Internet to do
their research or to build their products.
We also appreciate that Bind 9, like near-
ly all the software that the USENIX com-
munity has historically used, is Open
Software.Ó

To download a copy of BIND 9, users
should go to 
<http://www.isc.org/products/BIND/bind9.html>
and follow the instructions outlined
therein. For BIND 9 documentation,
including system requirements, configu-
ration references, troubleshooting and
security considerations, please visit
<http://www.nominum.com/resources/Bv9ARM-091200.pdf>.
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